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A Study on Emotional Exchange of
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A Study on Emotional Exchange of the
Grandparents-Grandchild through Folk Toys
Interaction
Abstract

The purpose of this study was to explore the ways and reasons for grandparent-
grandchild through folk toys to increase each other's emotions. Through qualitative
research, observing participation, it intended to take three groups of grandparents-
grandchild in the northern region as research participants. These three groups of
grandparents-grandchild family structures are not intergenerational and single-family
families. Further, this study would provide eight kinds of folk toys in grandparent-
grandchild interaction: bamboo dragonflies, diabolo, marble, bamboo chopsticks gun,
pogs, ring toss, spinning top, and voice pipe. By observing the process of grandparents-
grandchild having free choice of folk toys, oral and nonverbal interactions appear to
record emotional communication, such as the situation of grandparents' assistance,
guidance, and leadership when grandchild operating folk toys. The research period was
from May 2021 to August 2021, and three observations and interviews, about two hours
each time. Finally, in terms of data analysis, the study repeated reading of the original
data, observing and interviewing the interview content. Two researchers in the field of
early childhood education would conduct discussions and significant problems to
establish the consistency of data reviewers from different perspectives and angles to
improve the credibility of the research data. The study found that grandparent-
grandchild everyday interaction is a pattern of rotational care with parents. This model
could give the second-generation time to breathe each other and could have the

opportunity to exchange and provide each other's parenting



information. Among them, grandparents-grandchild had the operation of folk toys
process, because of the tradition and high interaction of folk toys, can quickly let
grandparents enter the game situation after connecting the experience, increasing
grandparents’ participation and demonstrating the extreme ness of the game. Moreover,
grandparents-grandchild emotions were contacted and communicated through oral
guidance and non-verbal interaction. If grandparents themselves would guide
grandchild with positive emotions, the emotional reaction shown by children would also
be positive. When a grandchild appeared in the wrong way of operating folk toys,
grandparents would guide and demonstrate at the right time and give assistance and
support to feel the specific message of love. In addition, if the grandson is younger,
grandparents will not teach children with higher skills and complexity to play with folk
toys. Due to venue and space limitations, some children can't play well or can't operate.
The older age, mobility, and physical illness of grandparents will affect the scope of folk
toys and reduce the opportunity to interact with the grandchild. Grandparents, who
usually focus on childcare and care, spend relatively little time with their grandchild.

The above reasons will affect grandparents' emotional use of folk toys.

Keywords: folk toys interaction, emotions of grandparents-grandchildren, emotional

exchange
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